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ABSTRACT

Corruption crimes often take the form of necessary accomplices. This is well illustrated by the "Act
on the Prohibition of Improper Solicitation and Grafting, in South Korea, which regulates
representative corruption practices. The Anti-Graft Act prohibits improper solicitation and acceptance
of money and valuables as corrupt acts. These actions cannot be done alone. Along with the agent, it
needs its counterpart. This structure can also be found in bribery, which is the prototype of all
corruption crimes. Therefore, in order for the legal system to properly respond to and fight corruption
crimes or acts of corruption, these characteristics and structures must be well considered. Otherwise,
the fight against corruption will be ineffective. There are interesting issues to consider in this regard.
These are the issues related to the filing of prosecution and the suspension of statute of limitations
in Korean Criminal Procedure Act. When an indictment is filed, the statute of limitations of
indictment is suspended. In this regard, Article 253 Paragraph 2 of the Criminal Procedure Act
regulates as follows. The suspension of statute of limitations that occurred against one of the
accomplices due to the initiation of public prosecution is also effective for other accomplices.
However, a question may arise as to how to set the concept of accomplices in this case. In
particular, it is a question of whether necessary accomplices, commonly found in corruption crimes,
are included here. This is because the Korean Supreme Court has a limited interpretation of the
accomplices mentioned here. The Korean Supreme Court does not include necessary accomplices in
the concept of accomplices on three main grounds. First, the suspension of the statute of limitations
is unfavorable to the accused and must be recognized in a limited way. Second, each bribery as
necessary accomplice is separate crime. Third, accomplices in the General Provisions of the Korean
Criminal Act do not apply to necessary accomplices. However, this article argues that necessary
accomplices should also be included in the accomplices regulated in Article 253 Paragraph 2 of the
Criminal Procedure Act. The following arguments are presented. Whether each act constitutes a
separate crime and whether each constitutes an accomplice is another matter. Likewise, whether the
accomplices provisions of the General Provisions of the Criminal Act can be applied to necessary
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accomplices and whether necessary accomplices are accomplices are two separate issues. Furthermore,
the statute of limitations is not directly related to the interests of the accused. Finally, the law must
strongly respond to corruption crimes.

Key words: corruption crimes, prosecution, suspension of statute of limitations, accomplices, necessary
accomplices, functional domination of crimes, combination and differentiation of crimes,
accomplices as a social system
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